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There are many species of stinging insects that live throughout North Carolina. Stinging insects can be 

dangerous to people because of their ability to deliver painful, venom-filled stings. Insects like wasps, bees, 

hornets, and yellow jackets have stingers that they use to hunt food, defend themselves and their colony from 

danger. When living outside and away from people, these pests are important to our ecosystem, pollinating 

crops and preying on nuisance insects. 

Are stinging insects dangerous? 

Stinging insects can be very dangerous. You should never provoke these insects or purposely come into contact 

with them. Their stings are not only painful, but their venom is strong enough to trigger allergic reactions. In the 

case of a group attack, or highly allergic people, their stings can cause anaphylaxis. Stinging insects that build 

their nests in the ground in a high traffic area, or on a home, pose the most significant risks to people. 

Why do I have a stinging insect problem? 

Unfortunately, almost any yard or outdoor space can become a home for stinging insects. Any property that 

offers a place to nest, that is near food and water, is a place that stinging insects may decide to call home. 

Depending on the species, stinging insects feed on a variety of things, including other insects, proteins, nectar, 

honeydew, and sweets. They forage for food in gardens, on flowering trees, in garbage cans, and outdoor eating 

areas. Also clogged gutters, birdbaths, ponds, and pools provide stinging insects with easy access to water. 



 

 

Where will I find stinging insects? 

Where stinging insects decide to nest varies by species, but most prefer to nest outside and are either aerial or 

ground nesters. Those that place their nests up off of the ground build them on tree branches, inside tree 

cavities, on utility poles, in doorways, and under decks. Ground nesters often build nests in the abandoned nests 

of small animals, under woodpiles, and in shrubs or bushes. If given the opportunity, stinging insects sometimes 

place their nests inside homes in chimneys, attics, or behind walls. 

 

 

 

 

How can I prevent stinging insects in the future? 

Keep stinging insects out of your home with the help of the following prevention tips. 

 Keep stinging insects out of your home by fixing holes along the roofline, walls and repairing 

torn screens. 

 Fill in ground holes to discourage ground nests. 

 Trim tree limbs back away from the exterior of your house. 

 Limit the amount flowering vegetation planted on your property 

 Remove fallen trees and tree stumps from your property. 

 Keep tight-fitting lids on trash cans and compost bins to stop stinging insects from foraging for 

food in them. 

 Make sure outdoor eating areas clean and free of food debris 

Want to learn more about bees, bugs and other insects that can be found in North Carolina visit link 

below.  

https://www.insectidentification.org/insects-by-state.asp?thisState=North%20Carolina

https://www.insectidentification.org/insects-by-state.asp?thisState=North%20Carolina


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

The 

FoodKeeper helps you understand food and beverages storage. It will help you 

maximize the freshness and quality of items. By doing so you will be able to keep 

items fresh longer than if they were not stored properly.  

It was developed by the USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service, with Cornell 

University and the Food Marketing Institute.  

It is also available as a mobile application for Android and Apple devices. 
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https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.usda.fsis.foodkeeper2&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/usda-foodkeeper/id978186100?mt=8


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your links to all official City Thomasville Social Media sources 

http://www.thomasville-nc.gov/services/thomasville-social-media-outlets 

The City maintains a variety of Social Media outlets that are dedicated to different departments and user groups. 

This page gives you access to all of the official outlets maintained by city staff including the City Facebook 

page, Parks and Recreation Facebook page, Emergency Management Facebook Page, Police Department 

Twitter page, and Emergency Management Twitter page.  

We also have an emergency push notification system called Nixle. This system allows you to sign-up for 

notifications- including weather information from the National Weather Service, Emergency road closures or 

other emergency notifications, along with other community information. Nixle Alerts: 

 

Receive alerts from your local agencies Sign Up at https://local.nixle.com/register/ ...or text your ZIP CODE 

to 888777 for mobile alerts 

Sign Up : Nixle 

You will receive a single opt in welcome message. Reply YES to continue to receive SMS text messages. You 

may opt out at any point by sending STOP to 888777 . Send HELP to 888777 for information. 

 

 

 

Follow our “Safety Sunday” Post on Ready Thomasville’s Facebook Page  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For additional Fire & Life Safety Information Contact: Thomasville FD Fire & Life Safety Division (336)475-5545        

Disclaimer: Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy, currency and completeness of the information, 

Thomasville Fire Department (TFD) does not guarantee, warrant, represent or undertake that the information provided is 

correct, accurate or current. TFD is not liable for any loss, claim, or demand arising directly or indirectly from any use or 

reliance upon the information. 

 

http://www.thomasville-nc.gov/services/thomasville-social-media-outlets
http://www.thomasville-nc.gov/Admin/Components/Page/EditDesign?NavID=195&backUrl=%2Fgovernment%2Fdepartments%2Ffire-department%2Falert-board%2F-fsiteid-1#!/
https://local.nixle.com/register/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flocal.nixle.com%2Fregister%2F&h=ATNCG3PtbyyayO5CWgCIZuKf3svkUq6r3LMXLLJOXy_TGv4ErVECspt9_EuRp76NMJDQeHA1TzZeJcOLCjIKo39SMz0PC3X9IkGVi4Dji09yPbh6C9YJAFQXcNRH421h0BYLUCanZUcAZnN-CMBDoCOpz5-hIZcjbZWX8C1FqXuLAZSD6Mb_J2ZXGsj80ucvVzXR7MeIZ-98gSfAtHyQdsMv8XkKQzGL_AFN24hbowBuqf-e-MnReaV3wS0b4nBcqRSxkXte7rV49-aiMsG0LWr31SOMzhf7yJKGIUD0vg

